
 
FAQ: Call of the Wild Campaign 

 
What is Call of the Wild? 
Call of the Wild is a national campaign to save America’s wolves. The top priority is stopping Trump’s plan to 
strip Endangered Species protection from nearly every wolf in the lower 48 states. The campaign will also 
fight for wolves in specific states, including those trying to end state protections and ramp up wolf killing. 
 
What are the aspects of the campaign? 
We’re taking a multi-pronged approach that will combine grassroots organizing, political pressure, lawsuits, 
science and creative media. By combining all of those, and working with allies around the country, we’re 
building the best possible campaign to ensure that wolves remain safe and under federal protection. 
 
Can I really help? 
Absolutely. Adding your voice to this work – whether it’s through rallies, letters, phone calls, meetings with 
congressional representatives, petitions or social media – will help build this campaign into one that’s 
powerful and effective. When enough people speak up, it creates a groundswell of public support that 
politicians can’t ignore. Wolves are at critical moment and we need everyone’s help to make sure they 
remain protected. 
 
Why do wolves need our help? 
There were once about 2 million wolves in North America. Federal extermination programs on behalf of the 
livestock industry drove them to the brink of extinction in much of the United States in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s. Gray wolves were finally federally protected in the late 1960s under a precursor law, and then in 
the 1970s under the Endangered Species Act. Unfortunately, even though protections were given throughout 
the lower 48 states, the federal government focused only on attempting to recover wolves in three areas: the 
western Great Lakes states, the northern Rocky Mountain states, and in the Southwest. 
 
What’s the status of wolf recovery? 
More than four decades have been spent working toward recovering wolves in the lower 48 states. While 
there has been very important progress – including the return of wolves to Yellowstone and the Northern 
Rockies and emerging populations in the West Coast – the work is not yet complete. Today, wolf populations 
amount to around 1 percent of their former numbers and the species occupies less than 10 percent of its 
historic range. 
 
How many wolves are in the lower 48 states and where are they? 



According to agency estimates, there are around 4,240 gray wolves in the Upper Midwest (Minnesota, 
Michigan and Wisconsin). Around 1,750 live in the Northern Rockies (Montana, Idaho and Wyoming) and 
there are around  250 wolves  in the three West Coast states combined (Washington, Oregon and 
California). There are about 100 Mexican gray wolves (the most endangered of all gray wolf subspecies) that 
live in New Mexico and Arizona; and a mere 40 red wolves (an entirely separate species of wolf) living in the 
wild in North Carolina. 
 
How will Trump’s plan affect wolf recovery? 
Trump’s plan to end wolf protections would pave the way for more wolf hunting, trapping and killing across 
the country. It would also pull the plug on any additional recovery efforts in places where wolves live today – 
as well as impede efforts to return wolves to unoccupied habitat in places like Colorado and the Adirondacks. 
 
A 2014 analysis by the Center for Biological Diversity found that there are at least 530,000 square miles of 
excellent wolf habitat in the lower 48 but wolves currently occupy only a third of it. Stripping wolves of federal 
protections means that wolves dispersing to any of those places could be shot or trapped before they can 
even establish populations there. 
 
What’s happening in Congress? 
Unfortunately many members of Congress remain hostile to wolves. In 2011, a bill passed that stripped 
federal protection from wolves in Montana, Idaho and parts of Washington, Oregon and Utah. Since then, 
there have been several attempts in Congress to take away wolf protections – so far those efforts have been 
defeated and the Call of the Wild campaign will be crucial in halting similar efforts in the future. 
 
Can’t states manage wolves? 
Time and again, states have shown little to no interest in managing wolves in a way that ensures their 
populations remain protected and able to thrive and grow. In all states where federal protections have been 
lifted, aggressive state-sanctioned hunting and trapping seasons were instituted to reduce wolf populations to 
the bare minimum. The federal Endangered Species Act provides the strongest protections possible and is 
critical to the survival and recovery of wolves. 
 
Why are wolves important? 
Scientific studies show that wolves greatly benefit their ecosystems. For example, wolves keep elk moving 
thereby limiting browsing along streams and allowing saplings to mature into trees. This provides nesting and 
roosting habitat for migrating birds and building materials for beavers, whose dams then create cool deep 
ponds that juvenile fish and frogs need to thrive. Wolves provide carrion for scavenging animals such as 
eagles, wolverines and weasels. Wolves even benefit pronghorn through killing coyotes, which unlike wolves, 
inordinately focus their hunting on pronghorn fawns. 
 
Wolves also have the potential to limit the spread of wildlife pandemics by preying on diseased animals, just 
as, over the long run, wolves boost the genetic health of their prey species by ensuring the most-fit among 
them survive and pass on their genes. 
 
Don’t we need to kill wolves to protect livestock? 
Despite what headlines in wolf country might portray, wolf-caused losses to livestock amount to around 0.02 
percent of all losses. This data is self-reported by ranchers and farmers to the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, which issues public reports every few years. Those reports show that around 95 percent of livestock 



losses are due to causes that have nothing to do with any predator of any kind. Instead, most losses are due 
to disease, dehydration, starvation, respiratory infections, birthing complications, bad weather and ingestion 
of poisonous weeds. 
 
Of the small percentage of losses caused by predators, wolves are at the very bottom of the list. In fact, 
domestic dogs cause far more losses than do wolves. Current, best available science concludes that 
nonlethal conflict-prevention methods and strategies can keep losses to a minimum and are far more 
effective than simply killing wolves. In fact, the science shows that killing wolves to prevent conflicts can have 
the opposite effect – it can result in more conflicts, can simply shift the problem to the neighboring ranch, and 
it also results in decreased social tolerance by people to coexist with wolves. 
 
Won’t more wolves decimate deer and elk herds? 
 Despite the presence of more than 4,200 wolves in the western Great Lakes states, deer populations are 
booming there.  So much so that an overpopulation of deer places these wild ungulates at risk of chronic 
wasting disease (CWD), a contagious disease that affects brain tissue and makes it dangerous for humans to 
eat the meat of infected animals.  Wolves will be a crucial factor in helping to stem the spread of the disease. 
 
In the northern Rocky Mountain states, 24 years after the reintroduction of wolves and even with a wolf 
population of around 1,750 animals, most elk and deer populations are at – or exceed – objectives set by 
wildlife managers.Here, too, wolves will be critical arbitors of whether CWD gets a toehold in the Rockies and 
spreads, or whether it can be contained with the help of these apex predators. 
 
Are wolves dangerous to people? 
Wolves are extremely shy animals and generally want nothing to do with people.  If they see, smell or hear 
you in the woods, wolves are likely to move away long before you even see them. If a wolf is curious and 
watching you, it’s most likely to be a young wolf that doesn’t yet know to fear humans. If a wolf has rabies, is 
injured or sick, or has become food-conditioned to humans, then and only then does human safety become a 
concern. Also, wolves view dogs as territorial competitors and can attack dogs and kill them, so if you are 
hiking in wolf territory with your dog, keep it leashed and close by. 
 
Otherwise, attack by wolves is not of great concern. In the last 110 years, in all of North America – including 
Canada, which has 40,000 to 60,000 wolves and Alaska, which has 5,000 to 7,000 wolves -- there have only 
been two instances of wolves killing a human and in one of the cases, experts disagreed on whether the 
culprit was wolves or bears. In comparison, every year in the U.S. around 16 to 30 people are killed by dogs, 
around 30 are killed by livestock, and around 200 are killed by deer in automobile-deer collisions. Like all wild 
animals, wolves should be treated with respect and if you see them, you should keep your distance. But as 
far as a safety risk goes, the facts on the ground show that the risk is extremely minimal. 
  
 


