
 
The Trump administration is gearing up to strip protection from nearly every wolf in the lower 48 states. 
  
It will be a devastating blow to one of America’s most iconic species — returning to the days when wolves were shot 
on sight, killed in traps and relentlessly persecuted. Members of Congress, and even some states, are also gunning 
for wolves. 
 
Taking federal protections away from wolves is premature. They still face serious threats, including killing and 
persecution, inadequate protection and disease. That’s why the Center for Biological Diversity has launched a 
lawsuit calling for the Trump administration to develop a national recovery plan.  
 
In addition to the legal strategy, we need to show widespread public support for national wolf recovery. That’s 
where you come in. Here is everything you need to know to protect wolves and spread the word in your community. 
 

 
 
 

 

Key Facts 
 

● Wolves in the lower 48 currently occupy less 
than 10% of their historic range. 

● In most areas, the primary threat to wolves is 
killing by people. 

● Wolves do prey on cattle as they do on every 
other ungulate in North America, but overall are 
only responsible for 0.02% of livestock losses.  

● Non lethal measures are more effective, and 
less costly, than killing wolves that come in 
contact with livestock.  

● Wolves need federal protections because state 
management in most cases is hostile toward 
wolves, seeking to increase killing and to limit 
recovery. 



 

Background 
Scientists estimate that about 2 million wolves once inhabited North America. 
 

After the arrival of European settlers, wolves and their prey were the subject of widespread killing, including by 
government extermination programs. Eventually fewer than 1,000 remained in the lower 48 states. In 1967, wolves 
were finally recognized as endangered and given federal protections. 

After receiving federal protection gray wolves saw tremendous recovery. 
● In the western Great Lakes region, their populations grew to around 4,500 and expanded through 

Wisconsin and Michigan.  
● Through natural migration from Canada and reintroduction to Yellowstone National Park and central 

Idaho, wolves returned to the northern Rockies and are now establishing a toehold in the West Coast 
states.  

● There are now about 1,700 wolves across Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Washington and Oregon, with a few 
wolves beginning to range into California. 

● In Arizona and New Mexico, Mexican gray wolves also saw recovery — but to a lesser degree. Mexican 
gray wolves now number just 114 animals in the U.S. wild, and fewer than 20 in Mexico. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But the job of wolf recovery is far from over. Today wolves occupy less than 10 percent of their historic 
range and are still absent from many places they could live again, including the Adirondacks, southern Rocky 
Mountains, Dakotas and much of the West Coast. Wolves need connected populations for genetic sustainability. 
Ecosystems need wolves to regulate deer and other prey species and keep disease in check, driving essential 
evolutionary processes.  
 

The Center has worked to save wolves since our inception, and we continue to defend them through science, the 
law and with your help. 

 


