
  

July 14, 2020 

To Ventura County Planning Commission 

RE: REGENERATIVE AGRICUTURE IN THE GENERAL PLAN 

Dear Commissioners, 

We appreciate your recommendation last year to include the word Regenerative in Goal 
5 of the Agriculture Element: To encourage sustainable and regenerative farming and 
ranching practices that promote resource conservation and reduce greenhouse gases.  

Including regenerative farming in Goal 4 of the Economic Vitality Element will be 
wonderful guidance for green workforce development as we shift to more resilient, less 
polluting and more profitable practices as well as efforts to localize the food supply for 
increasing food security: 

Policy EV-4 Green Economy 

The County shall support the development of industries and businesses that 
promote and enhance environmental sustainability, greenhouse gas reductions, 
decarbonization, climate change adaptation, resiliency, and renewable energy 
generation, storage, and transmission, including solar power, wind power, wave 
energy and other appropriate renewable sources. The County shall promote the 
efforts of existing businesses that meet green business criteria; job training in 
green building techniques and regenerative farming; and strive to build green 
technologies into and decarbonize existing government buildings and facilities. 
(MPSP, JP) 

The definition in the Glossary is very good.  Regenerative Agriculture. A system of 
farming and grazing practices that strive to reverse climate change, restore and 
increase biodiversity, rebuild soil organic matter, improve watersheds, and enhance 
ecosystem services. 

What needs to be included is a policy and a program in the Ag Element to promote 
regenerative agriculture. Here is our suggestion: 



POLICY: The County shall encourage and promote regenerative farming practices 
which produce pest and disease-resistant crops, which mitigate air and water pollution, 
which increase resilience to climate impacts, and which improve farm profitability  

PROGRAM: The County shall encourage collaboration on research, development, 
demonstration and extension of regenerative agriculture practices and its benefits 
targeting farm workers and aspiring farmers of color to become the county’s leaders in 
the full range of regenerative farming practices.  

Regenerative agriculture practices are being increasingly recognized as the first step of 
Integrated Pest Management—pest prevention. The system of regenerative practices in 
pest and disease prevention is the topic of many publications and popular podcasts, 
such as http://regenerativeagriculturepodcast.com/ and described in “Valuing the 
Ecosystem Service Benefits from Regenerative Agriculture Practices--Farmland LP 
2017 Impact Report” with Delta Institute and Earth Economics.  

There is in addition an abundance of resources from the USDA and many NGOs about 
the benefits of regenerative agriculture to both mitigate and adapt to climate change and 
to mitigate dust impacts as well as GHG emissions resulting from tillage. There is a 
growing recognition that farms that make these changes are more profitable. 

 

http://regenerativeagriculturepodcast.com/

