
 

 

                 

              

          

 

 



 
 
 
To: The Honorable Members of the Assembly 
 
 
Re: AB 2143 (Carrillo) As Amended April 18, 2022 - Strongly OPPOSE 
 
 
The undersigned organizations wish to register our strong opposition to AB 2143 
(Carrillo). This bill is ill-conceived public policy that threatens California’s environmental 
goals. Rooftop solar is hugely popular with California voters and consumers alike. 
Recent polls show a majority of voters across all demographics and political affiliations 
want to see the state do more, not less, to promote consumer choice and the ability to 
go solar at their home, school, or businesses.   
 
Studies by the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory have shown that in both 2019 
and 2020 approximately two-thirds rooftop solar adopters earned a household income 
of  $150,000 or less, and approximately 40% earned a household income of $100,000 
or less. In 2019 there were more rooftop solar adopters earning a household income of 
$50,000 or less than those who earned a household income of $250,000 or more. AB 
2143 would move California backwards by undermining this successful program, just as 



it is beginning to take hold amid increasingly dire projections by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change. 
 
California needs at least three times more solar than we have today, and we need it as 
quickly as possible. California also needs five times more sun-charged batteries, as 
quickly as possible. AB 2143 would increase costs and slow down the adoption of solar 
power and energy storage, especially in the very low- and middle-income 
neighborhoods where solar is currently growing at the fastest rate. 
 
 AB 2143 would also increase the use of fossil fuels. Californians are seeking relief from 
ongoing blackouts and power shutoff events. Many are turning to polluting fossil fuel 
generators. California should be encouraging consumers to invest in solar and batteries 
instead. Making these clean air technologies more expensive creates an uneven playing 
field and will likely result in more use of fossil fuels, which will in turn exacerbate grid 
reliability problems further.  
 
AB 2143 would dismantle local small businesses - many of the very businesses that the 
state is supposed to encourage, some of whom are women-, BIPOC- , and veteran-
owned, and several of which have a unionized workforce or are worker-owned 
cooperatives. In fact, over 80% of California’s solar contractors are small businesses 
with fewer than 100 employees. Small businesses are the pathway to opportunity for 
underserved communities seeking economic opportunity and for ways to give back to 
their communities. AB 2143 would make running a small contracting business, already a 
challenge in California, untenable. 
 
AB 2143 would make solar and electrification more expensive, especially in California’s 
inland regions. Solar systems are getting larger. Since 2015, the average residential 
solar system has increased in size by 20% to a statewide average size of nearly 7 
kilowatts (kW) in 2021. Inland areas with hotter temperatures see bigger systems, with 
Fresno averaging 8 kW. Over 7,000 residential solar systems installed in 2021 
exceeded the 15-kW threshold proposed in the bill, and that is just for grid-tied systems.  
 
AB 2143 will hurt the state’s affordable housing and commercial solar market. By 
applying prevailing wage requirements across the board to California’s non-residential 
solar market, AB 2143 will increase costs for affordable housing projects, farms, and 
other businesses consumers. 
 
The comet of climate change is already overhead. Please look up. Don’t dismantle one 
of the few things the State of California is doing right in allowing working- and middle-



class families to benefit from distributed solar and be part of the solution to combat 
climate change.  
 
Please vote NO on AB 2143. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Indivisible CA GreenTeam, Jennifer Tanner, Leader  
Indivisible Marin, Susan Morgan,  Leader 
Indivisible Alta Pasadena, Anita Ghazarian, Chair  
Indivisible Riverside, Lecia Elzig, President  
Indivisible Ross Valley, Sue Saunders, Director  
Indivisible Resistance San Diego, Yvonne Elkin, Leader 
Indivisible Sacramento, Cynthia Shallit, enviro committee 
Indivisible Stanislaus, Darlene Patrick, Leader  
Progressive Democrats of the Santa Monica Mountains, Dorothy Reik, President  
Indivisible Stand Strong LA, Janeen Pederson, Leader   
350 South Bay LA, Sherry Lear, Steering Committee 
Long Beach Alliance for Clean Energy, Dave Shukla, Operations 
Clean Coalition, Ben Schwartz,Policy Manager  
Valley Women’s Club of San Lorenzo Valley, Nancy Macy, lead organizer   
The Resistance Indivisible Northridge, Kayla Owens, Enviro Committee 
Indivisible Sonoma County, Larry Martin, leader  
Indivisible Media City Burbank, Marty Perimutter,  
Indivisible San Jose, Rebecca Elliot, Admin 
Indivisible Mendocino, Christie Olson Day, Enviro Committee  
Cloverdale Indivisible, Vicky Groom, leader  
SoCal 350, Jack Eidt, Director  
Livermore Indivisible, Mary Perner 
California Climate Voters, Micah Perlin 
Sunrise Bay Area 
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network, Pauline Seales 
Brighter Climate Futures, Hari Lamba 
PDA (Progressive Democrats of America, Danett Agott-Wicker 
Environmental Center of San Diego, Pamela Heatherington  
East Area Progressive Democrats, Hans Johnson (EAPD)  
San Joaquin Valley Democratic Club, James Williams 
Solidarity Info Service, Micheal Eisenscher 
Topper Packaging LLC, Chrys Shimizu 
Climate Hawks Vote, RL  Miller  



Angelenos for Green Schools, Aleigh Lewis  
Indivisible CA-14, Feminists in Action, Jessica Craven, leader  
IEB, steering Committee 
Extinction Rebellion San Francisco Bay Area, Leah Redwood  
Coalition for Environmental Equity and Economics, Co Chair Esperanze Vielma  
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water, Exec. Dri. Esperanza Vielma 
Progressive Democrats of America, Alan Minsky , Executive Director  
Progressive Democrats of California, Danette Abott-Wicker, Team organizer  
 
 
 
 
 
 


